Conversations With David Foster Wallace Stephen J Burn
Getting the books Conversations With David Foster Wallace Stephen J Burn now is not type of
challenging means. You could not solitary going subsequently book buildup or library or
borrowing from your friends to door them. This is an certainly easy means to specifically get
lead by on-line. This online broadcast Conversations With David Foster Wallace Stephen J
Burn can be one of the options to accompany you similar to having other time.
It will not waste your time. say yes me, the e-book will utterly manner you supplementary
situation to read. Just invest little era to admission this on-line notice Conversations With David
Foster Wallace Stephen J Burn as well as review them wherever you are now.

David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview David Foster Wallace 2012-12-18 In intimate and
eloquent interviews, including the last he gave before his suicide, the writer hailed by A.O.
Scott of The New York Times as “the best mind of his generation” considers the state of
modern America, entertainment and discipline, adulthood, literature, and his own inimitable
writing style. In addition to Wallaceʼs last interview, the volume features a conversation with
Dave Eggers, a revealing Q&A with the magazine of his alma mater Amherst, his famous
Salon interview with Laura Miller following the publication of Infinite Jest, and more. These
conversations showcase and illuminate the traits for which Wallace remains so beloved: his
incomparable humility and enormous erudition, his wit, sensitivity, and humanity. As he
eloquently describes his writing process and motivations, displays his curiosity by time and
again turning the tables on his interviewers, and delivers thoughtful, idiosyncratic views on
literature, politics, entertainment and discipline, and the state of modern America, a fuller
picture of this remarkable mind is revealed.
David Foster Wallace and "The Long Thing" Marshall Boswell 2014-07-31 Of the twelve books
David Foster Wallace published both during his lifetime and posthumously, only three were
novels. Nevertheless, Wallace always thought of himself primarily as a novelist. From his
college years at Amherst, when he wrote his first novel as part of a creative honors thesis, to
his final days, Wallace was buried in a novel project, which he often referred to as "the Long
Thing." Meanwhile, the short stories and journalistic assignments he worked on during those
years he characterized as "playing hooky from a certain Larger Thing." Wallace was also a
specific kind of novelist, devoted to producing a specific kind of novel, namely the omnivorous,
culture-consuming "encyclopedic" novel, as described in 1976 by Edward Mendelson in a
ground-breaking essay on Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow. David Foster Wallace and
"The Long Thing" is a state-of-the art guide through Wallace's three major works, including the
generation-defining Infinite Jest. These essays provide fresh new readings of each of
Wallace's novels as well as thematic essays that trace out patterns and connections across the
three works. Most importantly, the collection includes six chapters on Wallace's unfinished
novel, The Pale King, which will prove to be foundational for future scholars of this important
text.
Material Phenomenology Michel Henry 2008 This book is Michel Henry's most sustained

investigation of Husserlian phenomenology. With painstaking detail and precision, Henry
reveals the decisive methodological assumptions that led Husserlian phenomenology in the
direction of Idealism. Returning to the materiality of life, Henry's material phenomenology
situates central phenomenological themes--intentionality, temporality, embodiment, and
intersubjectivity--within the full concreteness of life. One of the most accessible of Henry's
books, Material Phenomenology is essential reading for those interested in the future of
phenomenology or in a philosophy of life in the truest sense.
The Lost Scrapbook Evan Dara 1998 Author's first novel takes place in a community in
modern America --Back cover.
Depression and Dysphoria in the Fiction of David Foster Wallace Rob Mayo 2021-01-03
Depression and Dysphoria in the Fiction of David Foster Wallace is the first full-length study of
this critically overlooked theme, addressing a major gap in Wallace studies. Wallace has long
been recognised as a ʻdepression laureateʼ inheriting a mantle previously held by Sylvia Plath
due to the frequent and remarkable depictions of depressed characters in his fiction. However,
this book resists taking Wallaceʼs fiction at face value and instead situates close reading of his
complex fictions in theoretical dialogue both with philosophical and theoretical texts and with
contemporary authors and infl uences. This book explores Wallaceʼs complex engagement
with philosophical and medical ideas of emotional suffering and demonstrates how this evolves
over his career. The shifts in Wallaceʼs thematic focus on various forms of dysphoria, including
heartache, loneliness, boredom, and anxiety, as well as depression, correspond to an
increasingly pessimistic philosophy underlying his fiction.
Approaches to Teaching the Works of David Foster Wallace Stephen J. Burn 2019-08-01
David Foster Wallaceʼs works engage with his literary moment--roughly summarized as
postmodernism--and with the authorʼs historical context. From his famously complex fiction to
essays critical of American culture, Wallaceʼs works have at their core essential human
concerns such as self-understanding, connecting with others, ethical behavior, and finding
meaning. The essays in this volume suggest ways to elucidate Wallaceʼs philosophical and
literary preoccupations for todayʼs students, who continue to contend with urgent issues, both
personal and political, through reading literature. Part 1, “Materials,â€ offers guidance on
biographical, contextual, and archival sources and critical responses to Wallaceʼs writing. The
essays in part 2, “Approaches,â€ discuss teaching key works and genres in high school
settings, first-year undergraduate writing classes, American literature surveys, seminars on
Wallace, and world literature courses. They examine Wallaceʼs social and philosophical
contexts and contributions, treating topics such as gender, literary ethics, and the culture of
writing programs.
#MeToo and Literary Studies Mary K. Holland 2021-09-23 Literature has always recorded a
history of patriarchy, sexual violence, and resistance. Academics have been using literature to
expose and critique this violence and domination for half a century. But the continued potency
of #MeToo after its 2017 explosion adds new urgency and wider awareness about these
issues, while revealing new ways in which rape culture shapes our everyday lives. This
intersectional guide helps readers, students, teachers, and scholars face and challenge our
culture of sexual violence by confronting it through the study of literature. #MeToo and Literary
Studies gathers essays on literature from Ovid to Carmen Maria Machado, by academics
working across the United States and around the world, who offer clear ways of using our
reading, teaching, and critical practices to address rape culture and sexual violence. It also
examines the promise and limitations of the #MeToo movement itself, speaking to the

productive use of social media as well as to the voices that the movement has so far muted. In
uniting diverse voices to enable the #MeToo movement to reshape literary studies, this book is
also committed to the idea that the way we read and write about literature can make real
change in the world.
Everything and More: A Compact History of Infinity David Foster Wallace 2010-10-04 "A
gripping guide to the modern taming of the infinite."̶The New York Times. With a new
introduction by Neal Stephenson. Is infinity a valid mathematical property or a meaningless
abstraction? David Foster Wallace brings his intellectual ambition and characteristic bravura
style to the story of how mathematicians have struggled to understand the infinite, from the
ancient Greeks to the nineteenth-century mathematical genius Georg Cantor's counterintuitive
discovery that there was more than one kind of infinity. Smart, challenging, and thoroughly
rewarding, Wallace's tour de force brings immediate and high-profile recognition to the bizarre
and fascinating world of higher mathematics.
The Broom of the System David Foster Wallace 2016-10-18 Part of the Penguin Orange
Collection, a limited-run series of twelve influential and beloved American classics in a bold
series design offering a modern take on the iconic Penguin paperback Winner of the 2016
AIGA + Design Observer 50 Books | 50 Covers competition For the seventieth anniversary of
Penguin Classics, the Penguin Orange Collection celebrates the heritage of Penguinʼs iconic
book design with twelve influential American literary classics representing the breadth and
diversity of the Penguin Classics library. These collectible editions are dressed in the iconic
orange and white tri-band cover design, first created in 1935, while french flaps, high-quality
paper, and striking cover illustrations provide the cutting-edge design treatment that is the
signature of Penguin Classics Deluxe Editions today. The Broom of the System The “dazzling,
exhilarating” (San Francisco Chronicle) debut novel from one of the most groundbreaking
writers of his generation, The Broom of the System is an outlandishly funny and fiercely
intelligent exploration of the paradoxes of language, storytelling, and reality.
Freedom and the Self Steven M. Cahn 2015-04-21 The book Fate, Time, and Language: An
Essay on Free Will, published in 2010 by Columbia University Press, presented David Foster
Wallace's challenge to Richard Taylor's argument for fatalism. In this anthology, notable
philosophers engage directly with that work and assess Wallace's reply to Taylor as well as
other aspects of Wallace's thought. With an introduction by Steven M. Cahn and Maureen
Eckert, this collection includes essays by William Hasker (Huntington University), Gila Sher
(University of California, San Diego), Marcello Oreste Fiocco (University of California, Irvine),
Daniel R. Kelly (Purdue University), Nathan Ballantyne (Fordham University), Justin Tosi
(University of Arizona), and Maureen Eckert. These thinkers explore Wallace's philosophical
and literary work, illustrating remarkable ways in which his philosophical views influenced and
were influenced by themes developed in his other writings, both fictional and nonfictional.
Together with Fate, Time, and Language, this critical set unlocks key components of Wallace's
work and its traces in modern literature and thought.
Wallace s Dialects Mary Shapiro 2020-05-14 Mary Shapiro explores the use of regional and
ethnic dialects in the works of David Foster Wallace, not just as a device used to add realism
to dialogue, but as a vehicle for important social commentary about the role language plays in
our daily lives, how we express personal identity, and how we navigate social relationships.
Wallace's Dialects straddles the fields of linguistic criticism and folk linguistics, considering
which linguistic variables of Jewish-American English, African-American English, Midwestern,
Southern, and Boston regional dialects were salient enough for Wallace to represent, and how

he showed the intersectionality of these with gender and social class. Wallace's own use of
language is examined with respect to how it encodes his identity as a white, male,
economically privileged Midwesterner, while also foregrounding characteristic and distinctive
idiolect features that allowed him to connect to readers across implied social boundaries.
Global Wallace Lucas Thompson 2018-06-28 David Foster Wallace is invariably seen as an
emphatically American figure. Lucas Thompson challenges this consensus, arguing that
Wallace's investments in various international literary traditions are central to both his artistic
practice and his critique of US culture. Thompson shows how, time and again, Wallace's fiction
draws on a diverse range of global texts, appropriating various forms of world literature in the
attempt to craft fiction that critiques US culture from oblique and unexpected vantage points.
Using a wide range of comparative case studies, and drawing on extensive archival research,
Global Wallace reveals David Foster Wallace's substantial debts to such unexpected figures as
Jamaica Kincaid, Julio Cortázar, Jean Rhys, Octavio Paz, Leo Tolstoy, Zbigniew Herbert, and
Albert Camus, among many others. It also offers a more comprehensive account of the key
influences that Wallace scholars have already perceived, such as Fyodor Dostoevsky, Franz
Kafka, and Manuel Puig. By reassessing Wallace's body of work in relation to five broadly
construed geographic territories -- Latin America, Russia, Eastern Europe, France, and Africa
-- the book reveals the mechanisms with which Wallace played particular literary traditions off
one another, showing how he appropriated vastly different global texts within his own fiction.
By expanding the geographic coordinates of Wallace's work in this way, Global Wallace
reconceptualizes contemporary American fiction, as being embedded within a global exchange
of texts and ideas.
Jonathan Franzen at the End of Postmodernism Stephen J. Burn 2011-10-27 Jonathan
Franzen is one of the most influential, critically-significant and popular contemporary American
novelists. This book is the first full-length study of his work and attempts to articulate where
American fiction is headed after postmodernism. Stephen Burn provides a comprehensive
analysis of each of Franzen's novels - from his early work to the major success of The
Corrections - identifying key sources, delineating important narrative strategies, and revealing
how Franzen's themes are reinforced by each novel's structure. Supplementing this analysis
with comparisons to key contemporaries, David Foster Wallace and Richard Powers, Burn
suggests how Franzen's work is indicative of the direction of experimental American fiction in
the wake of the so-called end of postmodernism.
Fate, Time, and Language David Foster Wallace 2011 Presents David Foster Wallace
critiques philosopher Richard Taylor's work implying that humans have no control over the
future and includes essays linking Wallace's critique with his later works of fiction.
Cherry Mary Karr 2001-09-01 From Mary Karr comes this gorgeously written, often hilarious
story of her tumultuous teens and sexual coming-of-age. Picking up where the bestselling The
Liars' Club left off, Karr dashes down the trail of her teen years with customary sass, only to
run up against the paralyzing self-doubt of a girl in bloom. Fleeing the thrills and terrors of
adolescence, she clashes against authority in all its forms and hooks up with an unforgettable
band of heads and bona-fide geniuses. Parts of Cherry will leave you gasping with laughter.
Karr assembles a self from the smokiest beginnings, delivering a long-awaited sequel that is
both "bawdy and wise" (San Francisco Chronicle).
Conversations with Donald Hall John Martin-Joy 2021-03-19 Conversations with Donald Hall
offers a unique glimpse into the creative process of a major American poet, writer, editor,
anthologist, and teacher. The volume probes in depth Hallʼs evolving views on poetry, poets,

and the creative process over a period of more than sixty years. Donald Hall (1928‒2018)
reveals vivid, funny, and moving anecdotes about T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound, and the sculptor
Henry Moore; he talks about his excitement on his return to New Hampshire and the joys of his
marriage with Jane Kenyon; and he candidly discusses his loss and grief when Kenyon died in
1995 at the age of forty-seven. The thirteen interviews range from a detailed exploration of the
composition of “Ox Cart Man” to the poems that make up Without, an almost unbearable
poetry of grief that was written following Jane Kenyonʼs death. The book also follows Hall into
old age, when he turned to essay writing and the reflections on aging that make up Essays
after Eighty. This moving and insightful collection of interviews is crucial for anyone interested
in poetry and the creative process, the techniques and achievements of modern American
poetry, and the elusive psychology of creativity and loss.
A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again David Foster Wallace 2009-11-23 In this
exuberantly praised book - a collection of seven pieces on subjects ranging from television to
tennis, from the Illinois State Fair to the films of David Lynch, from postmodern literary theory
to the supposed fun of traveling aboard a Caribbean luxury cruiseliner - David Foster Wallace
brings to nonfiction the same curiosity, hilarity, and exhilarating verbal facility that has delighted
readers of his fiction, including the bestselling Infinite Jest.
The Legacy of David Foster Wallace Samuel Cohen 2012-04-15 In this elegant volume,
literary critics scrutinize the existing Wallace scholarship and at the same time pioneer new
ways of understanding Wallace's fiction and journalism. In critical essays exploring a variety of
topics̶including Wallace's relationship to American literary history, his place in literary
journalism, his complicated relationship to his postmodernist predecessors, the formal
difficulties of his 1996 magnum opus Infinite Jest, his environmental imagination, and the
“social life” of his fiction and nonfiction̶contributors plumb sources as diverse as
Amazon.com reader recommendations, professional book reviews, the 2009 Infinite Summer
project, and the David Foster Wallace archive at the University of Texas's Harry Ransom
Center.
Conversations with Steve Erickson Matthew Luter 2021-06-28 Much like his novels, Steve
Erickson (b. 1950) exists on the periphery of our perception, a shadow figure lurking on the
margins, threatening to break through, but never fully emerging. Despite receiving prestigious
honors, Erickson has remained a subterranean literary figure, receiving effusive praise from his
fans, befuddled or cautious assessments from reviewers, and scant scholarly attention.
Ericksonʼs obscurity comes in part from the difficulty of categorizing his work within current
trends in fiction, and in part from the wide variety of concerns that populate his writing:
literature, music, film, politics, history, time, and his fascination with his home city of Los
Angeles. His dream-fueled blend of European modernism, American pulp, and paranoid latecentury postmodernism makes him essential to an appreciation of the last forty years of
American fiction but difficult to classify neatly within that same realm. He is at once thoroughly
of his time and distinctly outside it. In these twenty-four interviews Erickson clarifies how his
aesthetic and political visions are inextricable from each other. He diagnoses the American
condition since World War II, only to reveal that Americaʼs triumphs and failures have been
consistent since its inception̶and that he presciently described decades ago certain features
of our present. Additionally, the interviews expose the remarkable consistency of Ericksonʼs
vision over time while simultaneously capturing the new threads that appear in his later fiction
as they emerge in his thought. Conversations with Steve Erickson will deepen readersʼ
understanding of how Ericksonʼs books work̶and why this utterly singular writer deserves

greater attention.
The Pale King David Foster Wallace 2011-04-15 The agents at the IRS Regional Examination
Center in Peoria, Illinois, appear ordinary enough to newly arrived trainee David Foster
Wallace. But as he immerses himself in a routine so tedious and repetitive that new employees
receive boredom-survival training, he learns of the extraordinary variety of personalities drawn
to this strange calling. And he has arrived at a moment when forces within the IRS are plotting
to eliminate even what little humanity and dignity the work still has. The Pale King remained
unfinished at the time of David Foster Wallace's death, but it is a deeply compelling and
satisfying novel, hilarious and fearless and as original as anything Wallace ever undertook. It
grapples directly with ultimate questions--questions of life's meaning and of the value of work
and society--through characters imagined with the interior force and generosity that were
Wallace's unique gifts. Along the way it suggests a new idea of heroism and commands infinite
respect for one of the most daring writers of our time.
The Cambridge Companion to David Foster Wallace Ralph Clare 2018-08-31 Best known for
his masterpiece Infinite Jest, David Foster Wallace re-invented fiction and non-fiction for a
generation with his groundbreaking and original work. Wallace's desire to blend formal
innovation and self-reflexivity with the communicative and restorative function of literature
resulted in works that appeal as much to a reader's intellect as they do emotion. As such, few
writers in recent memory have quite matched his work's intense critical and popular impact.
The essays in this Companion, written by top Wallace scholars, offer a historical and cultural
context for grasping Wallace's significance, provide rigorous individual readings of each of his
major works, whether story collections, non-fiction, or novels, and address the key themes and
concerns of these works, including aesthetics, politics, religion and spirituality, race, and posthumanism. This wide-ranging volume is a necessary resource for understanding an author
now widely regarded as one of the most influential and important of his time.
Infinite Jest David Foster Wallace 2009-04-13 A gargantuan, mind-altering comedy about the
Pursuit of Happiness in America Set in an addicts' halfway house and a tennis academy, and
featuring the most endearingly screwed-up family to come along in recent fiction, Infinite Jest
explores essential questions about what entertainment is and why it has come to so dominate
our lives; about how our desire for entertainment affects our need to connect with other people;
and about what the pleasures we choose say about who we are. Equal parts philosophical
quest and screwball comedy, Infinite Jest bends every rule of fiction without sacrificing for a
moment its own entertainment value. It is an exuberant, uniquely American exploration of the
passions that make us human - and one of those rare books that renew the idea of what a
novel can do. "The next step in fiction...Edgy, accurate, and darkly witty...Think Beckett, think
Pynchon, think Gaddis. Think." --Sven Birkerts, The Atlantic
Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen Burn 2012-03-08 Collection of interviews
that profiles Wallace's career of twenty years, from 1987 until his suicide in 2008, that provides
insight into his development as a writer and complicated persona.
Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself David Lipsky 2010-04-13 NOW A
MAJOR MOTION PICTURE, STARRING JASON SEGAL AND JESSE EISENBERG,
DIRECTED BY JAMES PONSOLDT An indelible portrait of David Foster Wallace, by turns
funny and inspiring, based on a five-day trip with award-winning writer David Lipsky during
Wallaceʼs Infinite Jest tour In David Lipskyʼs view, David Foster Wallace was the best young
writer in America. Wallaceʼs pieces for Harperʼs magazine in the ʼ90s were, according to
Lipsky, “like hearing for the first time the brain voice of everybody I knew: Here was how we all

talked, experienced, thought. It was like smelling the damp in the air, seeing the first flash from
a storm a mile away. You knew something gigantic was coming.” Then Rolling Stone sent
Lipsky to join Wallace on the last leg of his book tour for Infinite Jest, the novel that made him
internationally famous. They lose to each other at chess. They get iced-in at an airport. They
dash to Chicago to catch a make-up flight. They endure a terrible readerʼs escort in
Minneapolis. Wallace does a reading, a signing, an NPR appearance. Wallace gives in and
imbibes titanic amounts of hotel television (what he calls an “orgy of spectation”). They fly back
to Illinois, drive home, walk Wallaceʼs dogs. Amid these everyday events, Wallace tells Lipsky
remarkable things̶everything he can about his life, how he feels, what he thinks, what
terrifies and fascinates and confounds him̶in the writing voice Lipsky had come to love.
Lipsky took notes, stopped envying him, and came to feel about him̶that grateful, awake
feeling̶the same way he felt about Infinite Jest. Then Lipsky heads to the airport, and
Wallace goes to a dance at a Baptist church. A biography in five days, Although Of Course
You End Up Becoming Yourself is David Foster Wallace as few experienced this great
American writer. Told in his own words, here is Wallaceʼs own story, and his astonishing,
humane, alert way of looking at the world; here are stories of being a young writer̶of being
young generally̶trying to knit together your ideas of who you should be and who other people
expect you to be, and of being young in March of 1996. And of what it was like to be with
and̶as he tells it̶what it was like to become David Foster Wallace. "If you can think of times
in your life that youʼve treated people with extraordinary decency and love, and pure
uninterested concern, just because they were valuable as human beings. The ability to do that
with ourselves. To treat ourselves the way we would treat a really good, precious friend. Or a
tiny child of ours that we absolutely loved more than life itself. And I think itʼs probably possible
to achieve that. I think part of the job weʼre here for is to learn how to do it. I know that sounds
a little pious." ̶David Foster Wallace
Girl With Curious Hair David Foster Wallace 2014-09-23 Remarkable, hilarious, and unsettling
re-imaginations of reality by "a dynamic writer of extraordinary talent" (New York Times Book
Review). David Foster Wallace was one of America's most prodigiously talented and original
young writers, and Girl with Curious Hair displays the full range of his gifts. From the eerily
"real," almost holographic evocations of historical figures such as Lyndon Johnson and
overtelevised game-show hosts and late-night comedians to the title story, in which terminal
punk nihilism meets Young Republicanism, Wallace renders the incredible comprehensible,
the bizarre normal, the absurd hilarious, the familiar strange.
Oblivion David Foster Wallace 2004-06-08 In the stories that make up Oblivion, David Foster
Wallace joins the rawest, most naked humanity with the infinite involutions of selfconsciousness -- a combination that is dazzlingly, uniquely his. These are worlds undreamt of
by any other mind. Only David Foster Wallace could convey a father's desperate loneliness by
way of his son's daydreaming through a teacher's homicidal breakdown (The Soul Is Not a
Smithy). Or could explore the deepest and most hilarious aspects of creativity by delineating
the office politics surrounding a magazine profile of an artist who produces miniature
sculptures in an anatomically inconceivable way (The Suffering Channel). Or capture the ache
of love's breakdown in the painfully polite apologies of a man who believes his wife is
hallucinating the sound of his snoring (Oblivion). Each of these stories is a complete world, as
fully imagined as most entire novels, at once preposterously surreal and painfully immediate.
David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest, Second Edition Stephen J. Burn 2012-04-26 Infinite Jest
has been hailed as one the great modern American novels and its author, David Foster

Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and innovative authors
of the past 20 years. Don DeLillo called Infinite Jest a “three-stage rocket to the future,” a work
“equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life,” while Time Magazine
included Infinite Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. David
Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel
and is a key reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an
exemplar for difficulty in contemporary Fiction̶its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique
narration, and a scattered, nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second
edition, Burn maps Wallace's influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's
poetics, and provides a full-length study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes
and ideas, before surveying Wallace's post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.
Gesturing Toward Reality: David Foster Wallace and Philosophy Robert K. Bolger 2014-06-19
Asked in 2006 about the philosophical nature of his fiction, the late American writer David
Foster Wallace replied, "If some people read my fiction and see it as fundamentally about
philosophical ideas, what it probably means is that these are pieces where the characters are
not as alive and interesting as I meant them to be." Gesturing Toward Reality looks into this
quality of Wallace's work̶when the writer dons the philosopher's cap̶and sees something
else. With essays offering a careful perusal of Wallace's extensive and heavily annotated selfhelp library, re-considerations of Wittgenstein's influence on his fiction, and serious
explorations into the moral and spiritual landscape where Wallace lived and wrote, this
collection offers a perspective on Wallace that even he was not always ready to see. Since so
much has been said in specifically literary circles about Wallace's philosophical acumen, it
seems natural to have those with an interest in both philosophy and Wallace's writing address
how these two areas come together.
The Unspeakable Failures of David Foster Wallace Clare Hayes-Brady 2017-08-24 "A critical
overview of the writing of David Foster Wallace, taking his persistent interests in philosophy,
language and plurality as points of departure"-The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century Literary Fiction Daniel O'Gorman
2019-01-15 The study of contemporary fiction is a fascinating yet challenging one.
Contemporary fiction has immediate relevance to popular culture, the news, scholarly
organizations, and education ‒ where it is found on the syllabus in schools and universities ‒
but it also offers challenges. What is ʻcontemporaryʼ? How do we track cultural shifts and
changes? The Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century Literary Fiction takes on this
challenge, mapping key literary trends from the year 2000 onwards, as the landscape of our
century continues to take shape around us. A significant and central intervention into
contemporary literature, this Companion offers essential coverage of writers who have risen to
prominence since then, such as Hari Kunzru, Jennifer Egan, David Mitchell, Jonathan Lethem,
Ali Smith, A. L. Kennedy, Hilary Mantel, Marilynne Robinson, and Colson Whitehead. Thirtyeight essays by leading and emerging international scholars cover topics such as: • Identity,
including race, sexuality, class, and religion in the twenty-first century; • The impact of
technology, terrorism, activism, and the global economy on the modern world and modern
literature; • The form and format of twenty-first century literary fiction, including analysis of
established genres such as the pastoral, graphic novels, and comedic writing, and how these
have been adapted in recent years. Accessible to experts, students, and general readers, The
Routledge Companion to Twenty-First Century Literary Fiction provides a map of the critical
issues central to the discipline, as well as uncovering new perspectives and new directions for

the development of the field. It is essential reading for anyone interested in the past, present,
and future of contemporary literature.
Suicide Century Andrew Bennett 2017-10-05 Suicide Century investigates suicide as a
prominent theme in twentieth-century and contemporary literature. Andrew Bennett argues that
with the waning of religious and legal prohibitions on suicide in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries and the increasing influence of medical and sociological accounts of its causes and
significance in the twentieth century, literature responds to the act and idea as an increasingly
normalised but incessantly baffling phenomenon. Discussing works by a number of major
authors from the long twentieth century, the book explores the way that suicide makes and
unmakes subjects, assumes and disrupts meaning, induces and resists empathy, and insists
on and makes inconceivable our understanding of ourselves and of others.
Necessary Errors Caleb Crain 2013-08-06 ONE OF THE YEAR'S BEST BOOKS The Wall
Street Journal • Slate • Kansas City Star • Flavorwire • Policy Mic • Buzzfeed “Necessary
Errors is a very good novel, an enviably good one, and to read it is to relive all the anxieties
and illusions and grand projects of oneʼs own youth.”̶James Wood, The New Yorker The
exquisite debut novel by the author of Overthrow that brilliantly captures the lives and
romances of young expatriates in newly democratic Prague Itʼs October 1990. Jacob Putnam
is young and full of ideas. Heʼs arrived a year too late to witness Czechoslovakiaʼs revolution,
but he still hopes to find its spirit, somehow. He discovers a country at a crossroads between
communism and capitalism, and a picturesque city overflowing with a vibrant, searching sense
of possibility. As the men and women Jacob meets begin to fall in love with one another, no
one turns out to be quite the same as the idea Jacob has of them̶including Jacob himself.
Necessary Errors is the long-awaited first novel from literary critic and journalist Caleb Crain.
Shimmering and expansive, Crainʼs prose richly captures the turbulent feelings and discoveries
of youth as it stretches toward adulthood̶the chance encounters that grow into lasting,
unforgettable experiences and the surprises of our first ventures into a foreign world̶and the
treasure of living in Prague during an era of historic change.
Every Love Story Is a Ghost Story D. T. Max 2013-08-27 The acclaimed New York
Times‒bestselling biography and “emotionally detailed portrait of the artist as a young man”
(Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times) In the first biography of the iconic David Foster
Wallace, D.T. Max paints the portrait of a man, self-conscious, obsessive and struggling to find
meaning. If Wallace was right when he declared he was “frightfully and thoroughly
conventional,” it is only because over the course of his short life and stunning career, he
wrestled intimately and relentlessly with the fundamental anxiety of being human. In his
characteristic lucid and quick-witted style, Max untangles Wallaceʼs anxious sense of self, his
volatile and sometimes abusive connection with women, and above all, his fraught relationship
with fiction as he emerges with his masterpiece Infinite Jest. Written with the cooperation of
Wallaceʼs family and friends and with access to hundreds of unpublished letters, manuscripts
and journals, this captivating biography unveils the life of the profoundly complicated man who
gave voice to what we thought we could not say.
David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest Stephen J. Burn 2012-04-19 Infinite Jest has been hailed
as one the great modern American novels and its author, David Foster Wallace, who
committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and innovative authors of the past 20
years. Don DeLillo called Infinite Jest a "three-stage rocket to the future," a work "equal to the
huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life," while Time Magazine included Infinite
Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. David Foster Wallace's

Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel and is a key
reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an exemplar for
difficulty in contemporary Fiction-its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and
a scattered, nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps
Wallace's influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides
a full-length study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes and ideas, before
surveying Wallace's post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.
Quack this Way Bryan A. Garner 2013 Two friends, both of them vocational snoots, sat down
to film an interview in February 2006. Their subjects: language and writing. The interviewee
drove more than an hour, from Claremont to downtown Los Angeles. The interviewer flew from
Dallas. They spoke on film for 67 minutes and then walked uphill to a nearby seafood
restaurant, where they continued the running conversation they had started five years earlier.
They liked each other, and they seemed to understand each other. The rest is history. This is
the last long interview with David Foster Wallace.
Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen J. Burn 2012-03-08 Across two decades of
intense creativity, David Foster Wallace (1962-2008) crafted a remarkable body of work that
ranged from unclassifiable essays, to a book about transfinite mathematics, to vertiginous
fictions. Whether through essay volumes (A Supposedly Fun Thing Iʼll Never Do Again,
Consider the Lobster), short story collections (Girl with Curious Hair, Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men, Oblivion), or his novels (Infinite Jest, The Broom of the System), the luminous
qualities of Wallaceʼs work recalibrated our measures of modern literary achievement.
Conversations with David Foster Wallace gathers twenty-two interviews and profiles that trace
the arc of Wallaceʼs career, shedding light on his omnivorous talent. Jonathan Franzen has
argued that, for Wallace, an interview provided a formal enclosure in which the writer "could
safely draw on his enormous native store of kindness and wisdom and expertise." Wallaceʼs
interviews create a wormhole in which an authorʼs private theorizing about art spill into the
public record. Wallaceʼs best interviews are vital extra-literary documents, in which we catch
him thinking aloud about his signature concerns̶ironyʼs magnetic hold on contemporary
language, the pale last days of postmodernism, the delicate exchange that exists between
reader and writer. At the same time, his acute focus moves across MFA programs, his
negotiations with religious belief, the role of footnotes in his writing, and his multifaceted
conception of his workʼs architecture. Conversations with David Foster Wallace includes a
previously unpublished interview from 2005, and a version of Larry McCafferyʼs influential
Review of Contemporary Fiction interview with Wallace that has been expanded with new
material drawn from the original raw transcript.
Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen Burn 2012 Collection of interviews that
profiles Wallace's career of twenty years, from 1987 until his suicide in 2008, that provides
insight into his development as a writer and complicated persona.
Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster Wallace 2009-09-24 In this thought-provoking
and playful short story collection, David Foster Wallace nudges at the boundaries of fiction with
inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Wallace's stories present a world where the bizarre
and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in many guises. Among the
stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's
mental state; 'Adult World,' which reveals a woman's agonized consideration of her confusing
sexual relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men,' a dark, hilarious
series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of their relations with women. Wallace

delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising, and the illuminating from
every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a perfect introduction for
new readers.
David Foster Wallace: Fiction and Form David Hering 2016-09-08 In David Foster Wallace:
Fiction and Form, David Hering analyses the structures of David Foster Wallace's fiction, from
his debut The Broom of the System to his final unfinished novel The Pale King. Incorporating
extensive analysis of Wallace's drafts, notes and letters, and taking account of the rapidly
expanding field of Wallace scholarship, this book argues that the form of Wallace's fiction is
always inextricably bound up within an ongoing conflict between the monologic and the
dialogic, one strongly connected with Wallace's sense of his own authorial presence and
identity in the work. Hering suggests that this conflict occurs at the level of both subject and
composition, analysing the importance of a number of provocative structural and critical
contexts ‒ ghostliness, institutionality, reflection ‒ to the fiction while describing how this
argument is also visible within the development of Wallace's manuscripts, comparing early
drafts with published material to offer a career-long framework of the construction of Wallace's
fiction. The final chapter offers an unprecedentedly detailed analysis of the troubled, decadelong construction of the work that became The Pale King.
Understanding David Foster Wallace Marshall Boswell 2020-09-30 Since its publication in
2003, Understanding David Foster Wallace has served as an accessible introduction to the rich
array of themes and formal innovations that have made Wallace's fiction so popular and
influential. A seminal text in the burgeoning field of David Foster Wallace studies, the original
edition of Understanding David Foster Wallace was nevertheless incomplete as it addressed
only his first four works of fiction̶namely the novels The Broom of the System and Infinite
Jest and the story collections Girl with Curious Hair and Brief Interviews with Hideous Men.
This revised edition adds two new chapters covering his final story collection, Oblivion, and his
posthumous novel, The Pale King. Tracing Wallace's relationship to modernism and
postmodernism, this volume provides close readings of all his major works of fiction. Although
critics sometimes label Wallace a postmodern writer, Boswell argues that he should be
regarded as the nervous leader of some still-unnamed (and perhaps unnamable) third wave of
modernism. In charting a new direction for literary practice, Wallace does not seek to overturn
postmodernism, nor does he call for a return to modernism. Rather his work moves resolutely
forward while hoisting the baggage of modernism and postmodernism heavily, but respectfully,
on its back. Like the books that serve as its primary subject, Boswell's study directly confronts
such arcane issues as postmodernism, information theory, semiotics, the philosophy of Ludwig
Wittgenstein, and poststructuralism, yet it does so in a way that is comprehensible to a wide
and general readership̶the very same readership that has enthusiastically embraced
Wallace's challenging yet entertaining and redemptive fiction.
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